
Artifact Box Project:
 Developing Higher Levels of Thinking
Casa Grande Valley Historical Society

Student Exercise
I.  The teacher will prepare the class for this exercise by establishing the members of each of seven groups.  The docent/guide assigns the archival boxes one group at a time.  The boxes are not opened until a signal is given by the docent/guide.  NOTE:  No student touches an artifact in their group's box without wearing white gloves.
II. Each group answers these questions about each object in their box.

1.    What is the name of this object?
2.    How it is used/what it is used for?  

3.    Who primarily used this object?  Women or men?  Children or
adults?  Someone with a specific job?  

4.    Is it—or something very much like it—used today or is it no longer 
used?

5.    What period of time is your archival box representing?  
6. 
    Have your group choose one item that it believes represents the period of the archival box best.  

7.
    Select one back-up item that makes the period even more clear.  Remember, sometimes it takes more than one object to tell the story.
8.      Carefully return all but the two items you've selected back to the box.

9.
    Select someone to represent your group in the discussion that follows.

III.
 The docent/guide holds up a tent card and reads the time period written on it.  

Your representative then claims the time period that matches the archival box his or her group just investigated and explains the object the group selected to represent the time period.  The class may discuss the choice.
If more than one group claims the time period, the docent reserves that tent card and goes on to the next card.

When all cards have been claimed, the docent goes back to the contested time period cards.  

Representatives of the two competing boxes bring out the back-up item and clarify their choice to time period.  The class may discuss the choice until a decision is reached.
IV.   The teacher hands out the worksheets as each group goes into the museum.  Groups are told when they are expected to gather in the front entry of the museum.  Each group is to consider the questions on the worksheet and begin work that will continue back in their classroom.
V.   All worksheets are to be taken back for class study.
ARCHIVAL BOX TIMELINE/EXHIBIT STUDY PERIODS
Pre- 1000 A.D.    

Before the white man came to the Southwest

1671-1776 A.D.   

 When Father Kino and the explorer Coronado

 were coming to settle the land north of Mexico 

1848-1881 A.D.    

Around the Civil War, early photography, the

Gadsden Purchase, the war with Mexico  

1880-1910 A.D.    

Before Arizona became a state—1914—or 

Around World War I and when the railroad was

being built across the United States

1912-1935 A.D.    

When the car was invented, Arizona achieved

statehood, and the five C’s became key to

Arizona’s growth

1940-1955 A.D.    

World War II was being fought, the Nuclear age

 begins, technology changes American life. 

1960-present
  

John F. Kennedy’s presidency, America’s space

Program, the Information Age

Discover facts about your town and 
the Pinal County area at the Casa Grande Valley Historical Society Museum
1.  
Where is the Casa Grande Valley located?  
What are its natural features?

2.
Who were the earliest peoples to live in the 
Casa Grande Valley?  What is the mystery

of their disappearance?

3.
What were the characteristics of these 
people?  Were they aggressive?  How did 
they survive in this hostile climate?
4.  
Each of the following is defined as an 
element that occurs in the physical 
universe.

AIR

WATER

EARTH

FIRE  


Circle the element considered most critical 
to peoples living in a desert environment?

Questions to help you think
What does the topographical map tell you about Arizona and its climate?

What things might you collect for your archival box that someone could touch rather than just see?

What kinds of artifacts are in the Crossroads Exhibit?
Where might you find similar articles to represent the art of Native Americans?

If the Hohokam were known for their system of canals, what small object could someone who has never seen a canal hold in their hand to understand that accomplishment?

If hand woven fabric or burlap might work to represent the kind of clothing made by the Hohokam, what else could you make that would look like something used by ancient people?  
Brainstorm
Very few actual artifacts are available because of the early period covered by this box.  What replicas might you find or make to represent this period in your artifact box?  What documents (maps, drawings, etc.) could you include?
Discover facts about your town and the Pinal County area at the Casa Grande Valley Historical Society Museum

1.  The Spanish came north out of Mexico into what is today Arizona.  What do you think were the two most important purposes these men hoped to achieve?  Circle them.



Build roads



Capture slaves



Explore new territory





Convert natives to Christianity



Gain political power





Defeat neighboring peoples


Become rich at Cibola



Have a good time


Establish military posts
2.  What was the most amazing geological discovery Coronado made in Arizona?
3.  What is a Catholic mission?  Name three purposes of these missions?  Where do we find the ruins of missions in Arizona today?

Questions to help you think

What does the word Conquistador mean?

What was the difference between the behavior

and the goal of the Conquistadors and the Priests?

What are the differences between the purpose of the Spanish in settling the American West and the settling of the American colonies along the Atlantic coast?  
Where else did the Spanish establish missions?  What was the reason for the distance from one to another along the mission trail?  How far north did the Spanish missionaries travel? 

We know that many animals were introduced into the American West by the Spanish.  What would have changed if horses had never become part of the American West?

Brainstorm
In what ways did the Christian religion change the native peoples in Arizona?  Think about language, way of life, how they governed themselves, what they wore, how they moved around, what they ate.
BEFORE THE SPANISH



AFTER THE SPANISH_______
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1.  
What were the reasons that Americans migrated West?  Select three that you feel are most important.

To create a new nation




To seek adventure



To get free land





To move away from other people


To discover the Inside Passage



To become rich


To obtain religious freedom




To fight the Indians


To escape the law

2.
How did Americans in the East learn about the Southwest and the Pacific Northwest?

3.
What were the names of the territories (now states) that these new citizens gave to the regions in the great Southwest?

4. 
What did the government in the United States do to help or hinder expansion?
Questions to help you think

What was the effect of on the citizens of the defeated South in the American Civil War? We know that the slaves were freed, but what happened to the white citizens in those states?  

How did the migration of the disillusioned soldiers and poor people across the United States differ from the immigration of the colonists two hundred years earlier? 
What was the Homestead Act?
What were the reasons that Lewis & Clark traveled across the West?

Who was Brigham Young?  Why did the Mormons leave the United States behind?

What were the Territorial Days like in Arizona?  Consider these issue:
Law and Order

Contact with Native Peoples

Hunting and Trapping

Access to the Necessities of Life

Communication with the East

Contrast between Spanish and English Culture

Discovery of Minerals

Ambition and Fear

Brainstorm
What kinds of documents (print, drawings, maps, legal papers) might you locate that help you understand the Westward migration after the Civil War?  These qualify as archival materials for your box.
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1.
What were the men on the frontier doing who moved along the rivers?  What made rivers a common "highway" to those going West?
2.
What were the first white/Anglo men searching for when they came to the Casa Grande Valley?  
3.  
Name three mountain ranges near Casa Grande, the mines located in each of these three, and name the mineral(s) taken from these mines.

4. 
How did men and women travel in the early days of the American West?  How were goods transported east or west?  What businesses grew out of these needs?

Questions to help you think

Why was it primarily men who first came West?  

What words would you use to describe the living conditions of the men who were prospectors and miners?

What minerals were these miners looking for?  What did they find in the Casa Grande Valley?

How did the arrival of the miners' families change the life and buildings at mine sites?  
Brainstorm
How did the discovery of minerals and the need to move them from where they were found to markets in the East help to establish towns? 
As the railroads were constructed, what was the name given to these temporary "ends of the line"?  

What were the primary businesses in the early years? 

Needs of the Miners & Townspeople

Businesses__________ 
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1.
Which parts of the Territory of Arizona allied with the South in the Civil War?  Which parts allied with the North?  

2. 
Describe the types of homes settlers built with their bare hands when they came to the Arizona Territory?  What were they made of?  

3.  
What were the fears of the early settlers?

Name at least four things they feared.

4. 
As the East became more industrial after the Civil War, what kinds of resources did the West provide to the mills and factories?  

Questions to help you think

How was the Arizona Territory divided in its loyalties to the North and South?

What materials did the settlers find that could be used to provide shelter/build homes?  

Why were settlers afraid?  How did the Native People react to the incoming American settlers?
Why did the trails to the Pacific coast often go to 
the Northwest or the Southwest rather than directly across the continent?

What was barter?  Why would trade with the Native Peoples have been an advantage to townspeople?  What were the benefits/hazards of this contact for the Native Peoples?
Brainstorm
1.  What were the reasons men and women came West?   What products did they find/raise/make and sell back East? 

2.  Where was a Civil War battle fought in Arizona?  Why is it sometimes called "The Battle of the Bulls"?
3.
Locate the U.S. Army forts in Arizona on a territorial map of Arizona.
Why were the forts located in these places?  Compare these locations to the reservations on a current map of the state of Arizona.
4.  What did these newcomers learn about desert living from the people who already lived here?  What objects might you include in your artifact box to suggest this?
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1 .   List the five Cs of Arizona.  Which of these are natural elements?  Which were introduced to the Southwest by others?
a._______________________________________
b._______________________________________
c._______________________________________
d._______________________________________
e._______________________________________
2.  What transportation system led to the establishment of Casa Grande? 

_________________________________________
In what year did it arrive in Casa Grande?_______


What company owned it?
_________________________________________
3.  Why was swift transportation really important to the settlers in and around Casa Grande?

________________________________________

4.  Name two communication systems used at this time?  
M  ___  ___  ___

T ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

Questions to help you think

Fill in the blank to describe each mode of transportation.  Number the statements; the earliest is 1, the most modern in 6.

___An automobile needs __________________ to run.

___Horseback riding is _____________________________________.

___It is ___________________________ to fly an airplane.

___Travel by wagon is _____________________________________.

___Walking is __________________________________________.

___A steam engine train must travel on a _____________________.

Why would the men who built the train tracks decide not to work in the summer in Arizona?

Why was passenger travel by rail reduced in the latter half of the 20th century? 
Letters have always been a primary way to communicate among individuals and businesses.  Name new telecommunication systems you use today.  How has this changed peoples' lives?
 Brainstorm
Which of the 5 Cs still attract visitors to Arizona?  How could your archival box show them?
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1.  Why did early settlers depend upon the sheriffs and lawmen?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

2.  Why did early settlers seek the help of the U.S. Army?

__________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Ranching and cowboys are commonly thought of as symbols of Arizona.  Many times people forget the hard work involved in ranching.  Try to tell something that others might not know about.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
 (continue to write on the back of this paper.)
4.   Some Native Peoples in Arizona were farmers.  Some were descended from Plains tribes that were hunters/gatherers. Those near Casa Grande are which type of people?  Which are the San Carlos Apache?  What difference did this make to their response to the Anglo settlement of Arizona?  

Questions to help you think

If there was nowhere to lock criminals up, how might people in the West have responded to the threat of harm?  How do people act when they are afraid?  What ways could settlers and townspeople in the West protect themselves?  
Why did farmers resent the introduction of cattle and sheep into their area?    Here are some things to consider:

1.)  How do you keep animals from getting onto the land you've sown with crops?  

2.)  Why are sheep more damaging to grazing (grass) land than cattle?
3.)  Water is scarce.  Water in Arizona is based on "right of first use."  What does that mean?

What type of life did Native Americans in Pinal County follow prior to 1930?  How did they make a living?  What are the arts and crafts of the Pima and Papago/Tohono O'odam?  
Brainstorm
What objects can you find to represent such complicated issues as cattle raising, the life of a Native American, and water?  A cow is too big to put in an archival box and water would make it leak…but, think hard and see what you can do to represent the animal or contain the water.
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1.  When was the first public building built as a school opened in Casa Grande?  What grades did it provide?

____________________  Year

______________________________ Grades

2.  Public education one of America's values.  Why do we link public education to democracy?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  What holiday and Arizona statehood occur on the same day?  In what year was statehood granted?

_____________________________  Holiday

_______________Year
4.  The Great Depression was a time when drought caused many farms to fair and families suffered from loss of jobs and no money.  This caused a migration of people to the West.  What kinds of jobs were available for these people when they came to Casa Grande?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions to help you think

Why do you think a small town like Casa Grande would spend so much on a school building as they did on Central School?  
How important was reading and writing and arithmetic for the average citizen?  
The Central School board members were elected officials.  It looks like, from their names, these three men represented a cross-section of the ethnic groups that had established successful businesses in Casa Grande at the time.  Name the three school board members.  
List three crops important in the Casa Grande Valley.  Which one is most important today?  

What is a migrant worker?  Who were migrant workers in the 1930s?

Brainstorm
Why do we encourage boys and girls to graduate from high school today and even go on for further education?  What is the difference between the kinds of jobs available to people in Casa Grande today? 

What could you put into an archival box to represent the kinds of jobs people did before World War II and the ones they do today?
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1.   Why was the river flowing through Pinal County called "The Mighty" Gila?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What dam and reservoir were built to provide a stable source of water to the Casa Grande Valley?
_________________________________________
For whom is it named? ________________________________

3.  What group of people suffered most from lack of water after that dam was built?

_________________________________________
4.  Who invented the tractor and when?

_________________________________________

_____________________  Year

5.  What other technology changed the way Casa 
Grande farmers worked/women kept house?
E ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
How farm work changed.


How housework changed.

__________________________

_________________________

__________________________

_________________________

__________________________

_________________________

Questions to help you think

Find a map with the Gila River on it?  Where does that river flow today? 
Do farmers still pump water to irrigate crops in Pinal County?  
How did electricity and the invention of modern motors change the way men farm?   
Before mechanization, picking crops was done by people.  What machinery is used today in cotton farming?
BRAINSTORM

Compare the crops grown by farmers in the East and Midwest grow to what Pinal County farmers grow.  How important is climate?

How is electrical power generated?  Which types of generator are used in different parts of Arizona?  
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1.  As the town of Casa Grande grew after World War II, what kinds of leisure activities did families enjoy?  List three.

a. _______________________________________
b. _______________________________________

c. _______________________________________

2.  During World War II, Pinal County became a place where large numbers of Japanese Americans were relocated.  Why did the American government decide to move these people from their homes?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  In the 1950s, Casa Grande was booming.  A resort was built west of town by investors in a major league baseball team as its Spring Training site.  Name two things that made Casa Grande a good place for this business.  One starts with C.  The other starts with L.

C___ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
L ____ ____ ____
Questions to help you think

How do the activities enjoyed by families in 1950 differ from those your family enjoys doing together today?  What is the same?  
Go to your school library and look in the catalog under World War II, 1940-1945, Internment Camps.  Read more about it.
Try to imagine what it was like to live during World War II.  Do you know anyone who was a child during World War II?  If you could speak with that person, what would you ask him or her?

Get online and look at newspapers from the war years.  What are the headlines?  Compare what you find with what others in your class find.  

BRAINSTORM

During World War II, every American had to concentrate his or her energy on the war effort.  Many things were rationed.   After World War II, Americans celebrated the joy of being together with their families and enjoyed things missed during the war.  In Casa Grande, the town worked toward diversification of business.  What does diversification mean?  Why is it a good thing?
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The artifact box is an excellent tool for communicating history. The Casa Grande Valley Historical Society utilizes artifact boxes to help students appreciate state and local history, primary and secondary sources, and the purpose of our museum in retaining and sharing information and, especially, the stories of the past.
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This unit is designed to assist teachers from upper elementary school grades as well as homeschool families in teaching Arizona and local history.  The product of this unit is an artifact box created by the students themselves following a focused field trip to the Museum.











GROUP 1 


Pre-1000 A.D.





First exhibits in the main gallery.





THE LAND - GEOLOGY	The Topographical 	Map in the 	Museum Entry





PREHISTORY			The Crossroads 	Exhibit





	The Video





EARLY PEOPLES	


	The first diorama








First:  Examine the exhibit.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.





GROUP 2  


1671 - 1776 A.D.





	The first two 	exhibits in the 	main gallery.





Coronado & Spanish Explorers





Father Kino & Jesuit Missionaries





Animals Introduced by the Spanish to the Americas





The Spanish Mission System 








First:  Examine the exhibits.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.








GROUP 3 A 


1848 - 1881 A.D.





Exhibits in the main gallery and your knowledge of Arizona history.





The American Civil War





The Invention of


Photography





The Gadsden Purchase





The Mexican-American War





First:  Examine the exhibits.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.








GROUP 3 B 


1848 - 1881 A.D.





Exhibits in the main gallery and your knowledge of Arizona history.





Adventure and the Search for Animals in the West





How to Get Rich Quick





Early Life in Arizona Settlements and Towns





First:  Examine the exhibits.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.











GROUP 4 A - 1880 - 1910 A.D.





	Exhibits in the main 	gallery and your 	knowledge of 	Arizona history.





The Civil War: Freeing of the Slaves and Devastation of the South





Expansion of the United States toward the Pacific Ocean





Growth of Eastern and Midwestern States





First:  Examine the exhibits.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.

















GROUP 4 B 


1880 - 1910 A.D.





	Throughout the 	exhibits and 	information you 	likely already have 	studied.





Introduction of the Steam Engine 





Major products that were money makers


in early Arizona.





Communication


Technology





First:  Examine the exhibits.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.











GROUP 5 A 


1912 - 1935 A.D.








	Look at the exhibits 	in the main gallery 	and in the Trekell 	Barn.





Keeping the Peace in the West





Opposing needs of Native Peoples and the Settlers of the Arizona





The "Romance" of the  American West: Cowboys 





First:  Examine the exhibits.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.














GROUP 5 B  


1912 - 1935 A.D.





	Look at the exhibits 	in the main gallery 	and in the Trekell 	Barn. 





The Great 	Depression





American Values





The Importance of Education in a Democracy





First:  Examine the exhibits.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.











[Type the sidebar content. A sidebar is a standalone supplement tothe main document. It is often aligned on the left or right of the page, or located at the top or bottom. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the sidebar text box.


Type the sidebar content. A sidebar is a standalone supplement to the main document. It is often aligned on the left or right of the page, or located at the top or bottom. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the sidebar text box.]





GROUP 5 C 


1912 - 1935 A.D.





Look at the exhibits in the main gallery, along the walkway, and in the Trekell Barn.


 


	Capturing the 	Water





	Introducing 	Mechanical 	Equipment on 	Farms





	Electrical Power





First:  Examine the exhibits.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.

















GROUP 6 





1940 - 1955 A.D.





Look at the exhibits in the main gallery, the temporary military exhibit, The Town Shop and the photos around it.





	The "Good" Life





	World War II At 	Home





	New Businesses


	And Lifestyles in 	Pinal County after 	the 1950s





First:  Examine the exhibits.





Second:  Talk to each other about what you see.





Third:  Look at the artifacts to see whether they are the same or different from modern objects.





Fourth:  Determine what story is being told by the exhibit and the artifacts.
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